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Waste Management: What Need To Be Done

Electronic waste,  one may not be familiar with this term seeing as it is fairly new, but this phrase is defined as discarded computers, office electronic equipment, entertainment device electronics, mobile phones, television sets, and refrigerators. In the past decade or so, there has been a build-up of waste generated through the continuous updating of electronics, distribution, consumerism, & discarding. The problem with this is that with all the making of newer and newer electronics, people tend to throw them out every six months on average. The number of people in industrial countries plus the rate of how often electronics are thrown out, culminates with a lot of e-waste and not much is being done about it. I want to discuss this problem in depth and point out possible solutions or ways to improve how  it is being managed currently in the U.S. Consumer electronics have become increasingly popular and culturally important over the past several decades, changing how we communicate, entertain ourselves, and get information. This also includes the speed with which we do so. As the nature, use, and number of electronic products change over time, patterns of sales, storage, and end-of-life management also change. This is why it is pertinent to address this problem, considering its rapid growth in the past decades. Many laws have been set in order to improve the chances that waste managers, manufacturers, and policymakers will increase the percentage of waste recycled, and by spreading this desire, we can do that.

The main problem is the amount of e-waste being recycled versus not and what is deported to developing countries. Considering it is a fairly new dilemma, not much of the waste is recycled; about eighty percent of it is deported to other countries to scavenge old parts to reuse, but many of the components of the waste can damage the environment and hurt the people scavenging (Leigh). Already we have several states as of 2009 that have implemented laws about electronic waste recycling, requiring many businesses to recycle much of their waste. As much as, “[445] million tons of electronic waste was generated in 2009… [&] twenty-five percent of these tons were collected for recycling” (Statistics). This isn’t very much recycled material, sadly. This is happening because, as I stated before, there are only a number of twenty-five states that have employed recycling laws and only twenty-five percent of waste generated in 2009 was recycled; the process for this type of waste management has improved considering the carelessness in the past, but it still has a ways to go. The effects of this are the environment in other countries being contaminated when we export the waste at their end-of-life process, and may also contaminate the people inhabiting the area, poisoning them. Not recycling the materials also distributes waste across the earth, building up in landfills, being untouched and eventually consuming the earth and us along with it. Anyone with reason can see that by putting all our trash in landfills is a type of disposing that has no use or benefit to it other than ignoring the issue, just as you would sweep dirt or dust under a rug, it will eventually accumulate and something will need to be done. So why not do something sooner before it comes to the point of no return?

Current methods being employed by the United States are as I’ve stated before, including the exportation of end-of-life materials to developing countries without much money that can scavenge parts of the electronics. Recently, electronic waste globally generated ended up in China, where it is recycled with primitive tools and methods which destroy the local environment. Most of that e-waste is transferred from developed countries like the United States illegally. Many of the pivotal policies and laws related to e-waste processing include:
· Catalogue for Managing the Import of Wastes

· The Technical Policy on Pollution Prevention and Control of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment

· The Ordinance on Management of Prevention and Control of Pollution from Electronic and Information Products

· Administrative Measures on Pollution Prevention of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
· The Regulation on Management of the Recycling and Disposal of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
According to these policies, they contribute to the management of what comes into the U.S. and what is being done about it. They also make sure that what we export is used well and keep count on what is distributed so as not to continue pollution from out-of-date products. These policies control the amount of electronic waste that is recycled and try to require a certain amount is kept in check as to making sure it doesn’t pollute and is reused.
In the last few years, states have passed laws to require businesses to recycle a certain amount of electronics. This creates jobs where many people can be employed and increase the amount of e-waste that is recycled in order to keep from creating build-up and damaging the Earth. The limitations to this would be with the exportation hurting the environment and lessening the possibility of creating jobs in America and also not recycling, reusing, and managing the waste here in the U.S. The limitation with creating jobs in the U.S. would be actually making positions for people to fill and implementing the laws in more states and for more businesses. Because it is not more implemented currently we don’t have many businesses that actually do this type of work and need to be started in order to progress.

With all these issues, what could possibly be done to resolve them? My idea would be to continue the advancing of recycling laws in the U.S. and to stop exporting all our waste to other countries and making use of it here. First, make sure one knows where their e-waste is ending up; companies can be deceiving by taking someone’s electronics but not recycling them. Second, if one owns or is employed by a business, try to clear out the old by recycling. Third, spread the word to people, and let them spread the word of the importance of e-waste management to others and so on. Fourth, partake in the Responsible Electronics Recycling Act, by bringing it to the attention of your local congress to make it illegal to ship waste to developing nations. You can find more information on how to do this on, http://www.greencitizen.com/the-electronic-waste-crisis-5-things-you-can-do-to-help/. Another thing that can be done is to repair old devices and keep them lasting for as long as possible to keep from wasting something still usable. Lastly, you can a member of a green group. We can create positions for people to maintain the reuse, recycling, and redistribution of these products when at their end-of-life sequence. By increasing the number of states that implement this law, we can increase the amount of tons of waste recycled each year. We can bring this into new states by getting the idea out and creating bills that can be passed within the states by the people. Giving proof of how these plans have helped other states and businesses to recycle much of their waste would improve the chances of more states passing these laws, therefore creating jobs, which also helps the economy. The costs for this plan would be the amount of effort it would take to get the word and get people to care about this issue, while also depriving those countries we could be exporting to of the electronics. The benefits of this system are obvious--saving the Earth, while also creating jobs for fellow Americans and possibly saving the lives of people of the developing countries we export to. Many of these ideas are already in place, and have potentially gained light in the last few decades, but it needs more support and people need to be informed. As I said, many states have passed recycling laws and are spreading from there, giving proof of its significance and that is already being done, but it needs help to become much more effective.

To conclude, electronic waste is a growing problem, and although we have plans already implemented to help the recycling of these wastes, these ideas need to be broadened or reinvented. Much of our waste goes to other countries that are developing, or just being thrown into landfills. We can improve the idea and implementation of e-waste recycling by spreading the word of these ideas and passing laws in more states to help increase the amount of waste recycled. This includes such things as making sure you know where your waste goes so that it doesn’t end up in some landfill or being misused. You can also clean out the office space of outdated items that can be refurbished or restored unless it is no longer useful, than it must be scavenged for parts that can be useful. Spread the word to other people and have they spread it to more people that they know; making people aware of the issue and letting them know what they can do to recycle their e-waste is a major part in solving this problem. Go to your local government official and let try to influence them to pass the Responsible Electronics Recycling Act to make it illegal to ship these wastes to developing countries. Simply repairing your broken or fairly well used products can extend the life of those items and keep from disposing of them as easily. Lastly, become active in a green group to reinforce their chances of making a difference in waste management. It is important to think of this subject because it affects everyone, and could potentially hurt even you, though it may not seem like I now, if nothing is done now, you will surely see the difference. There is still the issue of typical waste products that needs to be dealt with as well, which mainly includes and products that you can find anywhere containing plastic, glass, paper, etc. which just another part of recycling is, but a majority of what is disposed. All is not well in the world; don’t you think helping it, even just to save your own life, is worth something good?
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