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We’re Not in Kansas Anymore

The point of my paper could be considered the representation of relativity between the story of, The Wizard of Oz, and the transition between high school and college, and why we (by “we” I mean myself and/or peers as students), might say “We’re not in Kansas anymore,” as a metaphor of how everything changes when you move on to college. How does this story, along with the characters, plot, etc., relate to college as a whole? Well, in this paper I will be explaining to you every facet of the story in comparison to how we can see that it is relative by giving each aspect labels and how they come together.

First I am going to give a connection between the characters from the Wizard of Oz and the faculty/people associated with the college experience. I believe that the wizard of the emerald city could be considered the epiphany that derives within me, and when I finally realize that everything I needed was inside me the whole time, my potential, my ability to succeed just needed to be unlocked; that is when I become a peak performer, able to perform at my highest capacity of intellect and resourcefulness in college. Technically speaking the wizard cannot give me anything because I already have the potential to make myself and my life what it is, all I have to is apply the knowledge and myself to everything with all that I have got. In really any given situation it is better to do it yourself then rely on someone else to give it to you, because without trying for yourself, how can you ever know? No one can do it but you. Dorothy would then represent me, making the journey (school), to find myself and the power I have to do what I want with what I have. The scarecrow, the tin man, and the lion could be thought of as my companions on my journey, such that they are my peers with the same potential trying to find their own. The good witch of the story can be the teachers or counselors that help me make my journey through college, although they may also be detrimental as well, for the most part helping you learn to apply all that I can and use all the skills learned in college to help me do things for myself. Contradictory to the good witch, the bad witch I would think is any deterring factor to your ultimate goal, such as negative self-talk, doubt, anything that holds you back from attaining your full potential; these tie into the idea that you make your own destiny. This bad witch can also be considered to help you in becoming a better person, pushing you to make better choices and coming out much better on the other side; or even the drive giving you motivation to better your life, it could go many ways.

For this section I’ve decided to dispute the significance between the black and white portions of the story to the part where it turns to color and then back again. When in black and white at the beginning, you are ignorant and arrogant, etc., much like you would expect you are when you are a teenager in high school. When you transition into college you go so far in-depth in your own person, and this is when it changes to color, I would think this symbolizes the diversity in all the many options you have and all the different experiences/thoughts or feelings/ideas you may have, and using this new outlook to change your life; you also start seeing things in so many new perspectives, along with just opening your mind to so many new possibilities. Once you find out you have the power within you and make your way directly where you want to go, it turns back to knowing exactly where you are going and what you want out of your life, with that exception that you’ve grown a lot since you had started college.


With all the things the companions of Dorothy were trying to search for but had all along, this can also pertain to the experience of college by relation of what role they play in the journey. You have to have courage, confidence and the will to stay vigilant in your studies, not being afraid to go on, even though the path ahead may seem difficult, you shouldn’t be afraid, you need to remember the positive and your goals, you must know you will persevere. Now with the heart, you want to give everything you do wholeheartedness not just a halfhearted effort but everything you’ve got, just like with everything in life, giving everything you’ve got is always the best possible attitude. Unexpected challenges may rear their ugly heads, and this is when you really need to give it your all and go out there to combat it with your arsenal of unlimited brain power, leading me to my next point. Just having a brain is different than having it and actually using it effectively to accomplish your life goals to improve your life, and this is where the journey pushes you to unlock it for yourself, to think critically, using those skills to attain knowledge and own it.

In this paper I gave relativity between the story of The Wizard of Oz and the journey through college in creating a person that can improve themself through self-actualization, so that they understand that they have the power in themselves to make life they want. Many aspects of this story represent parts of the college experience, such as your peers, the motive to more forward and grow, your teachers and counselors, along with other factors which affect you.
